[Evaluation of the degree of protection provided by a cartridge-mask system during working with asbestos].
During removal of sprayed-on asbestos coating workers are exposed to high airborne fiber concentrations. The true protection of negative pressure respirators under working conditions was evaluated during an asbestos abatement project. A modification allowing air sampling inside the mask is described. The values for samples collected inside a full-face mask ranged between 0.4 and 5% of the concentrations measured outside. These values were considerably lower than those found inside a half-mask.